the story in this book. The multi-modal strategy -change the system by making alcohol hand rub widely available, training and education and regular reporting and feedback of process and outcomes. The early studies, published in The Lancet, are standard references and don't need to be repeated here and the 'Save Lives: Clean Your Hands' campaign and its annual 5 May event are equally well known. Even these well-known aspects of the 'Didier Pittet story' are added to with fascinating little details of how they were achieved. Nevertheless, some of the most interesting information is about the work to bring alcohol hand rub and the campaign to lower income settings and the wider world. The technical work to refine the alcohol hand rub so that anyone can make it, the politics, the negotiations and even the eventual volte-face of the pharmaceutical industry, make fascinating reading. The book is well written in an easy journalistic style and could easily be read in one sitting. Crouzet clearly admires Professor Pittet greatly and there seems much to be admired. On occasion this admiration verges on hyperbole but, having had the privilege to meet Didier, I think this is forgivable; his personal charisma is considerable, and from reading this book one can see that his passion to save lives is one that consumes him.
The book is published under a Creative Commons license, so can be copied and distributed free of charge; proceeds from any sales of printed copies go to the work of the Fondation Philanthropia -www.Clean-HandsSaveLives.org -where you can buy a copy or make a donation.
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